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Research Libraries’ Think Tank Function and Practice
—A Case of the Zhejiang University Library

Zhang Huanmin Huang Chen

Abstract: The construction of high-end think tank and new-type university think tank become the new

direction of national and higher education strategies. This paper discussed the trend of academic library to

play the role of the think tank based on the existing research and practice. The relationship between of the

library and the function of think tank is discussed from the point of view of feasibility and necessity, and

the core features and hierarchical meaning of the function of think tank are analyzed. Recent research and

practice on decision-making consultation of Zhejiang University Library indicates that research library

should become one of the stakeholders of decision-making initiatively by taking its advantages as a think

tank of either service providers or research institutions. Finally it sums up some strategies of implementa-

tion of think tank’s function of academic library.

Keywords: Academic Library; Think Tank; Think Tank Service; Think Tank Function
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